MALEFICENT  SPIRITS
because " the repeated recurrence of cholera has shaken the belief in the potency of his influence."
Until late-born experience of an un-12. Male-ficent     varying order of nature modified, not,
p n s*    even to this  day, banishing,  notions
of chance and caprice, belief in the activity of
countless swarms of spirits remained dominant.
If peril lurked in the little that was known, still
more did it lurk in the much that was unknown.
Invested by a great company of the invisible.
man was on guard by day and night.    Everything
he planned was in danger of being thwarted, and
his wits were ceaselessly at work to counteract
the baleful spirits which possessed him or obsessed
him.    They were all one to him ;  not till a later
period was distinction made between demons and
ghosts.   In the tree or stone that crushed him;
in the water that drowned him; in the diseases
that smote him, especially those of nervous type,
when he was thrown to the ground in fit of
apoplexy, or epilepsy, or fixed, statue-like, as in
catalepsy, or  terrorized, as  in nightmare;  still
more, in death itself; he saw the foul work of
spirits.    Some of the words just used witness to
the persistence of animistic ideas.    Catalepsy is,
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